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Reformation, expressed an increasing admiration
for Rome, and discussed the possibility of re-
union. Manning was unsympathetic. He was
always incapable of half measures. While he was
an Anglican, he strove with mind and soul to be
a loyal Anglican, and, with Gladstone, he was
highly suspicious of what seemed to him Pusey's
untenable position.

But in the summer of 1846, Manning began to
have his doubts. " I feel," he wrote, " less able
to say that Rome is wrong." A bad illness in
1847 intensified his own personal religion. He
adopted an ascetic rule of life, which he con-
tinued to the end of his days.

At this time Manning spent several months on
the Continent, going to Rome with Florence
Nightingale and her friend and most loyal
supporter, Sidney Herbert, and there, for the
first time, he met Pope Pius IX, who was to play
so large a part in his life. cc His is the most truly
English countenance I have seen in Italy," he
wrote to Gladstone. It was a highly characteristic
comment.

While he was abroad, orthodox opinion in the
Church of England had been shocked by the
appointment of Dr. Hampden as Bishop of
Hereford. Hampden has been described by
Canon Ollard as " a very dry and dull divine."